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April 3, 2019

Trooper Daniel A. Cole

Florida Highway Patrol - Troop C
11305 North McKinley Drive
Tampa, Florida 33612

Dear Trooper Cole:

Congratulations for being selected as the recipient for the Florida Highway Patrol Trooper
of the Month for January 2019 for your actions during a single month.

On Wednesday, January 16, 2019, you observed a traffic crash at the intersection of Park
Boulevard and 40" Street North, in Pinellas County. This crash involved a passenger vehicle
versus a motorcycle. You immediately positioned your patrol vehicle to secure the victim’s safety
and assessed the victim’s injuries. You called for EMS and identified the fact that both of the
victim’s legs had been amputated.

You were able to apply a tourniquet to one leg and instructed a bystander to retrieve an
additional tourniquet from your patrol vehicle, which you applied to the other leg. You stabilized
the victim and conversed with him to assist with maintaining consciousness until Pinellas County
EMS arrived on the scene. The victim was transported to Bayfront Medical center for treatment
for his injuries and ultimately survived. Your quick application of the tourniquets was instrumental
in saving the victim’s life.

Due to your quick thinking and dedication to serving the State of Florida, you saved a life.
You exemplify what it is to be a Florida State Trooper and you are to be commended for your
actions and prompt response.

Sincerely,

Colonel Gene Spaulding
Director
Florida Highway Patrol
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April 29, 2019

Trooper Joshua Wright

Florida Highway Patrol - Troop H
2100 Mahan Drive

Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Dear Trooper Wright:

Congratulations for being selected as the co-recipient for the Florida Highway Patrol
Trooper of the Month for February 2019 for your actions during a single month.

On Saturday, February 23, 2019, you and Trooper Craig Vollertsen responded to assist the
Monticello Police Department (MPD) and the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office in locating a
kidnapping suspect and a female victim who had been taken from a motel against her will. The
suspect’s vehicle was located, with fresh blood throughout the backseat of the vehicle.
Investigative information determined that the victim may have been dropped off at a location
nearby and one of the suspects was with the victim. You both arrived to where the suspect was
believed to be and observed a fresh blood trail leading from the driveway up the steps and into the
house.

Trooper Vollertsen entered the home to locate the victim and suspect and found the victim
on the bathroom floor with serious injuries. Trooper Vollertsen and the MPD cleared the house
and located the suspect hiding in a closet. As the MPD Officer approached the suspect he fled the
closet and jumped out of a bedroom window. You were outside of the residence and pursued the
fleeing suspect, who actively resisted and evaded you on foot. Using the least amount of force
necessary to capture the suspect, you deployed your TASER, however the probes did not connect.
You continued pursuing the suspect and you were able to effectively deploy the second cartridge,
making the suspect fall to the ground.

Once the suspect was secured. Trooper Vollertsen returned to the victim and provided
medical aid until EMS arrived on scene. The victim went in and out of consciousness from being
severely beaten and was unable to speak. The scene was then turned over to Jefferson County
Sheriff’s Office for investigation and the suspect was turned over to them for charges.

You and Trooper Vollertsen were instrumental in stopping a violent crime in its progress.
Trooper Vollertsen assisted in recovering the victim and assisting in medical care until the victim
could be attended to by emergency medical services, while you engaged in a foot pursuit of the
suspect and were able to apprehend him. Because of both of your actions the victim was rescued
before she suffered further injuries and the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office was able to fully
investigate and charge the suspect for the violent crime.

Service « Integrity » Courtesy « Professionalism « Innovation « Excellence
An Equal Opportunity Employer



Trooper Joshua Wright
April 29, 2019
Page Two

Your actions exemplify what is to be a Florida State Trooper. You and Trooper Wright are
commended for a job well done and your attention to your duties and responsibilities as a Florida

Highway Trooper.
Sincerely,
Colonel Gene Spaulding
Director
Florida Highway Patrol
GSS/mes
oc: Terry L. Rhodes, Executive Director
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